Remineralization potential of an anticaries/antigingivitis mouthrinse.
To assess the ability of a new formulation (Listerine with 0.022% NaF) to remineralize initially decalcified bovine enamel compared to a positive control, clinically established 0.022% NaF rinse. A cyclic demineralization/remineralization in vitro model was utilized and the level of remineralization was monitored by examining the Knoop microhardness over 6 and 18 D/T/R cycles (1) both the test formulation and positive control rinses were statistically significantly effective in remineralizing artificial lesions in vitro; and (2) the test formulation performed "at least as good as" the positive control. These results support the concept that the remineralization potential of the fluoride rinse is not adversely affected by the addition of essential oils.